Accreditation: what can we learn from the Anglophone model?
There is growing interest in the development and application of standards for the health care to both promote quality assurance but also to improve the processes by which health services are held accountable to the public. This paper maps the development of organisational accreditation systems in the USA, Canada, Australia and the United Kingdom. In the USA, accreditation, which began as a means of ensuring the correct environment for clinical practice has developed into a form of public regulation. In the United Kingdom, many different approaches to the setting of standards and their assessment has created a variety of accreditation systems. The case studies demonstrate that as the concept of accreditation diffuses into the health care systems of different countries, it is being adapted to meet the wider policy needs of different national circumstances.